
and services that are needed to
service this population.  During
this same period, the number of
persons under the age of five
declined while those five to
nineteen increased.  These changes
will affect childcare for parents in
the workforce and the school
system.  On April 1, 2000, there
were 754,292 persons in Baltimore
County.  Of that total, 45,252 or
6% were under five years of age;
152,440 or 20.2% were between
ages of 5 to 19; and 140,313 or
18.6 % were 60 years of age or
older.  Persons between the ages of
20 and 59 represent 55.2% of the
population or 416,289 persons.

���������	��

This is the fourth in a
series of Census
newsletters published by
Baltimore County Office
of Planning to disseminate
census data.  The first
three newsletters included
information on total
population, population by
race and housing units.
The current newsletter
report examines the age
distribution of Baltimore
County residents.
Baltimore County is a
mature jurisdiction with
an aging population.
During the ten-year
period between 1990 and
2000, the median age in
Baltimore County
increased from 35.2 to
37.7 years of age.  As
County residents become
older, the agencies that
provide services to the
County’s elderly residents
will experience more
demands for their
services.  An older
population also has an
impact on the job market,
and the type of facilities
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Baltimore County residents are
getting older.  The median age
for Baltimore County residents
increased from 35.2 years of
age in 1990 to 37.7 in 2000.
During that ten-year period, the
median age of County residents
increased by 2.5 years.  As
County residents become older,
the type/kind of services
required by residents will
change over time such as
increased demand for more
passive recreational activities.
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In 2000, the largest 5-year age
group was 40 to 44 year olds
with 62,647 persons,
representing 8.3% of the
population. The second largest
age group was 35 to 39 year
olds with 60,797 representing
8.1% of the population.
People in these two age
groups were born during
1956 and 1965, which is part
of the post World War II
baby boom period (1946 to
1964).  The 50 to 54 age
group experienced the largest
percent change during the
1990’s, 54.5%.  The second
largest age was the 80 to 84
year olds which experienced
a 49.7% change.  Several
age groups lost population
during this ten-year period
(under 5, 20-24, 25-29, 30-
34, 60-64 and 65-69).

In 1990, the “baby boom”
population was between the
ages of 26 and 44.  Ten
years later, in 2000, the baby
boom population was
between the ages of 36 and
54.  There were more
persons in the 36 to 54 age
group in 2000 than there
were in 1990. As baby
boomers become older, there
will be more persons in the
older groups than the
younger age groups.  Their
impact on the resources of
Baltimore County will be felt
for many years to come.

Baltimore County Population, April 1, 2000
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The dependent population is
defined as that population 19
years and under and those who
are over the age of 60.  Within
this age group, there are those
who need child care (5 years of
age and under), the school age
population (K-12), and seniors
(at age 60 individuals are
beginning to think about
retirement).

"�%����	��������� �

The under 5 age group is
that segment of the
population that is in need of
all day child care for
working mothers and
fathers.  According to the
U.S. Census Bureau, the
under 5 population
decreased by 2,028 persons
between April 1, 1990 and
April 1, 2000.  The male
population for that age
group decreased by 1,108
while the female population
decreased by  920. The

Regional Planning Districts
of Liberty-Lochearn (3,714),
Towson-Loch Raven (3,315),
and Reisterstown/Owings
Mills (3,184) have the largest
number of persons under the
age of five, while Reisterstown/
Owings Mills (7.4%), Middle
River (7.3%), and Security
(7.2%) have the largest
percentage of persons under
the age of 5. There are 824
more males than females in the
under 5 age group.

"�%����	����������

Persons between the age of
5 and 19 are considered
school age and are enrolled
in school from kindergarten
through high school.  The
number of persons in this
age group increased from
121,567 in 1990 to 152,440
in 2000.  Towson-Loch
Raven (12,397), Liberty
Lochearn (12,373), and
Perry Hall/White Marsh
(10,694) have the largest

number of persons between
the age of 5 and 19, while
Jacksonville (24.6%), Hereford/
Maryland Line (24.0%), and
Overlea (22.4) have the largest
percentage of persons between
the age of 5 and 19.  There are
2,306 more males than females
in this age group for 2000.

"�%����	��� �� %���

The number of seniors, persons
60 age or older, increased from
131,832 in 1990 to 140,313 in
2000.  The number of persons
over 60 years of age grew by
8,481 or 6.4% during the ten
years between 1990 and 2000.
There are 23,371 more females
than males in this age group for
2000.  The largest number of
persons 60 and older are
located in Towson (14,137),
Perry Hall/White Marsh
(10,025), and Greenspring
Valley/Pikesville (9,975), while
the largest percentage were
in Rosedale (28.9%), Ruxton

(27.8%), and Fork (25.7%).
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Total Population by Age by Sex, April 1, 2000
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There were 357,347 males
and 396,945 females in
Baltimore County on April
1, 2000.  Males represent
47.4 percent of the
population while females
represent 52.6.  The
number of males residing in
Baltimore County was
greater than the number of
females.  As the population
ages, the number of males
remains greater than the
number of females until the
age of 15.  After that point,
females begin to out
number males at all age
groups.  The survival rate
for males is lower than
females.  At the upper age
groups, 60 and above, the
number of females are
much greater than the
number of males.  Females
aged 85 and above, double
that of males in the same
age group.
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401 Bosley Avenue, Room 406
Towson, Maryland 21204-4486

http://www.baltimorecountyonline.info

Baltimore County Office of Planning
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Census Information on the
Worldwide Web

More detailed information from the
Census is available on the following

websites:

Census Bureau’s web site:
http://factfinder.census.gov

Maryland State Data web site:
 http://www.op.state.md.us/

MSDC/Baltimore Metropolitan Council
web site:

http://www.baltometro.org/

These links may be accessed from the
Baltimore County Office Planning

Home Page

http://www.baltimorecountyonline.info
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As the age structure in
Baltimore County changes, the
affect of those changes will
impact the need for child care
for working parents, the need
for more class rooms, more
recreational activities for the
school age population and the
need for more senior services
and activities.  These changes
will impact the County’s
operational and capital budgets
in the years to come.  Some of
the questions policy makers will
be asking are:
    ♦ Is there a need for more
public child care, not only day
care but also, before and after
school care?

    ♦ Will we need more
schools (elementary, middle or
high) and where?
    ♦ What kind and type of
services are required to address
the needs of seniors in
Baltimore County?
    ♦ What impact will a
large elderly population have
on health and transportation?
    ♦ Is there a need for more
senior housing?
    ♦ As neighborhoods age
and mature, how can these
homes and communities be
made more attractive for new,
younger home buyers?

These and other questions will
need to be answered as
Baltimore County develops its
policies, plans, and activities
for the future.


